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Response to Miner -- Big cities look to tap county water-Pete Byers, Guest Columnist 
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Attachments: BIG CITIES LOOK TO TAP COUNTY WATER.doc 

To the Kingman Daily Miner and other interested parties. 
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I think it is important to present another point of view to this topic CSN 3 
as written by Mohave County Supervisor, Pete Byers, sa cc$ 

as a guest columnist, that appeared in the Kingman Daily Miner -- ED 'D 
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There is an attachment above with the entire article. =OV, kJ 
I have copied issues that Pete spoke of that I want to address. 
Those issues are that Phoenix wants our water and Kris Mayes "legislating fromxer bench" 
in relation to those issues she has raised about Rhodes Homes. 
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First the water issue. 

Mohave County Supervisor Pete Byers is right, we do not have an endless supply of Water. 
In fact, nowhere in the West is there an endless supply. Not only is it Phoenix that wants our 
water, but anyone with any interest in long term growth will want not only ours, but any other 
supply they can legally encircle. Water everywhere in the world is in crisis as limited and it is 
that limitation and scarcity that will cause water to be eventually traded as a commodity, 
going to the highest bidder, not unlike energy and other commodities. We will all pay more, 
lots more. 

What Pete brings up is the tip of a huge iceberg making Phoenix the "bogey man'' when in 
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fact, there are enormous forces at work everywhere to control water. Soon, I expect there will 
be an end to the law protecting "inner-basin" water transfers and even "inter-state" water 
transfers so no water will be safe. Further, it is merely a matter of price that will determine as 
to who gets to use the water resources. That is inevitable. I don't want to see protection from 
"outside interests" only to have it squandered by "inside special interests" who have little 
concern for conservation or the county's long term thriving. 

The real answer to long term water is to make far "greener" homes and developments and 
commercial buildings. Right now, there is no incentive and the special interests have so much 
influence that the politicians are frozen like deer in the headlights of an oncoming car at night, 
into more, business as usual. Conservation and science is now the only thing that will make 
long term development viable anywhere in the arid West. But conservation is a word one 
seldom hears in county and state government. 

The necessary technology exists right now, to cut water use by some 90%. That would 
change the long term development and growth picture dramatically. So what stops this? Only 
political will, fear, greed and ignorance and total lack of foresight and any willingness to see 
planning things differently. It is an outdated stagnant mentality where water in the West is 
concerned. Only a few progressive cities and counties are making efforts to change. I think 
the major reason is the ongoing issue of developmental funding which Pete speaks of. That is 
important in this day and age because one either professes to have nearly unlimited water or, 
one is deeply committed to conservation and protection through technology. The difference is 
between strategic long term planning and crisis management. I do not believe that there is 
any middle ground any longer. Investment capitol resonates with technology. ROI is a simple 
formula. 

Which brings up the next issue, that of the ACC and Kris Mayes. 
I see the issue a bit differently than Pete. I see Kris "legislating" (in the case of Rhodes) from 
her bench merely because the Mohave County Board of Supervisors will not. The BOS says 
they have no legal way to control growth within water availability. Nonsense. They have every 
legal right possible through the zoning and rezoning process. They just refuse to admit it. It is 
easy to guess why. 

I see Kris Mayes as following the law and her legal responsibility to protect and preserve the 
rights of everyone to long term health safety and welfare, not unlike the issue of the Matrix 
now before the county. Where the BOS position has been one of total ineptness in controlling 
growth within water availability, the ACC takes no such position. Nor do they feel that they 
report to anyone except those who elects them. The ACC not only sees it as their job but 
looks to the future to protect future generation. Lets not forget that the ACC is working with 
the Rhodes issue because the ADWR has made a letter stating "Water Inadequacy" in 

elected to serve and protect the public from those who would do what they please in an 
environment of "business as usual." 

I 
I Golden Valley. Sounds to me like Kris is doing what any civil servant would do when they are 

Pete and I agree on many things but we both see different ways to go forward. The status 
quo is not only no longer acceptable but totally impractical and places the county of one day, 
having to deal with water in a crisis rather than in a planning and developmental extension of 
sensible strategic planning. Fighting for the status quo is like beating a dead horse. You may 
look busy but that horse ain't ever going to get up and run, never, ever. 

But Pete is right about protecting our water and others wanting it. It is all about how we go 
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about that issue that makes us differ. We both want long term growth and development and 
protection of future generations as does Kris Mayes. Only time will tell us which path we took 
as opposed to the one we could have taken. Sometimes the path less traveled is the one that 
is best. maybe scary but still, best in the end. 

Lastly, Pete Byers has a tough job. On a really good day, he may please some 51 % of the 
population. Not anything I could ever do, so I commend him for all that he does. 

Forward this to anyone of your choosing. 

Earl Engelhardt 
Kingman Az. 
9286921068 
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